Lucy 			December 13
Martyr, Syracuse
At the beginning of the fourth century, the Roman Empire was facing a crisis, and the authorities attempted to recall the empire to the traditional Roman standards, customs and religion, with the consequent rejection of such recent innovations as Christianity. Systematic persecution of the church began in 303. Among those killed was Lucy of Syracuse in Sicily. We have no other reliable information about her. Her cult became widespread at an early date, and her name was added to commemorations in the eucharist in several rites. Many churches were dedicated in her name.
A much later fictitious account of her life describes her as a Sicilian aristocratic virgin who refused offers of marriage, engaged in works of charity and was betrayed to the authorities by an irate suitor. Her judge ordered various indignities heaped on her, from which she was defended by divine protection. She was eventually despatched with a sword thrust through her throat. While these stories have no historical value, they point to the growing exaltation of the state of virginity, to the church’s charitable work, and to the nobility of a heroic death finally permitted by God. Because of stories about her eyes having been plucked out and then miraculously restored, and because her name is derived from the Latin word for light, Lucy came to be associated with sight and light.
For Liturgical Use
At the beginning of the fourth century, the Roman emperors clamped down on recent innovations in the empire such as Christianity, and began systematic persecution of the church. Among those killed was Lucy of Syracuse in Sicily. We know nothing else about her, but her cult became widespread. Later stories described her as a wealthy virgin who gave help to the poor and was betrayed by an irate suitor. She died in 304. The derivation of her name from the Latin word for light makes light an appropriate theme for Lucy.
Sentence
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom then shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom then shall I be afraid?		Psalm 27:1
Collects
All-seeing God,
we praise you for the faithful witness of your servant Lucy,
who followed your word with simplicity and courage;
may we also hear your word
and never fail to act, regardless of the cost,
so that all may see the light of your truth;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

Jesus, slain for us,
we hold up to you Lucy, pure, betrayed, brave,
the ideal virgin martyr;
and we praise you for the church’s innocence,
its courage and simplicity.
Psalms	36:5-10	123
Readings
Isaiah 60:19-20		The Lord your light
Revelation 22:1-5		The tree of life
Luke 11:33-36		The lamp of your body
Post Communion Sentence
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”	John 8:12


